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Foreign News Agency Tttfluences on a 
Developing Country Press (Egypt) 

A unlvarial aasumption concerning the relationship of mass 
media and national development is that the two are concomitant. In 
other wordsp a country will find it difficult to achieve certain 
degrees of davelqpment without a developed media system. The devel- 
oped media system ultimately leads to a more developed country. 

In Western societias the assumptions are perpetuated by the 
premises of freedom of speech and press* The implication is that 
a free press will produce adequate coverage of a diversity of topics, 
_ However, in Third World and CoMunist countries^ this implication 
is not acceptable* Researchars (Kirfcpatrick^ 1978| Aggarwala, 1978) 
reporc that In such countries there are trends for the recommended substi 
tutlon of a free press by a bralanced press, 

Halioran fl970) and UNESCO (1977) state that media systems will 
be. effective only if news flow regarding developing and Third World 
countries comes from these countries , as well as going to them* 
Dodsdn and Hkchten (1973) indicate that free press for a free 
flow of information ultimately results In domination of weaker 
news producing systems by stronger news producing systems* Reference 
is, of course, to the dominant western news agencies, Rachty (1978) 
notes that such systems create circumstances where less developed 



countries (I^C's) becomi coniumers of a product thmr do not 'create* 
They see themselves, and other countries in their geographic area, 
and the world as a whole through the eyes of tliS major inter- 
national u&wB agencies! Associated Press, United Press Inter-^ 
national (American) | Reuters (British)-^ Agence France Fraase 
(French), This Is de facto determinatloD of the revelance of ' 
infomatioa for LDC's* Si^hlller (1976) and others ( Intermedia , 
1977) identify the s^droma as cultural imperlaiiam. 

^Tatarlan (1978a) auDmaarl^es Third World crlfclclsm of the 
major western news agencies* 

Ip They attempt to make young or developing states 

look corrupt ot inept by focuilng on .negative newi* 
2* There is an imbalanca In the flow of news from the 

developed to the developing worlds - 
3* There Is a disparity of quality and quantity of 
regional coverage about and to the Third World, 
4* They se^k simple solutions to elevelopment problems. 
5* Biey attempt to ^.pply Cold War rmiiflcatlons such 
' as ^'antl-Amerldan" or "pro-Soviet" to Third World 

situations which may not be applloable. 
6* They devote greatest attention to ^he Third World in 
times of disaster, crisis, and/or confrontations , 

e 

7* News of Kiird World development which acquaints 

others In this category of efforts toward economic^ 
social and cultural progress la lacking* 

2 ■ 
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Reaearj^ netes a, need t study these ^ertticisps 

that ways may be dieeoversd to alleviate them, Tatarlan (1978b) 
praelsely states the need for researchi We must undertake , 
research on the range of news and information available within 
first, seeond and third wqrlds and on the actual use and dis- 
tribution of iueh material within those areas. Pinch (1978)^ 
Rachty (1978) and Schraro, et. al. (1978), report data which 
evaluates the cultural Imperialism thesis* The Pinch study con- 
cerns sixteen geographically diverse 1^'sl The Rachty study- 
concent rates on Arab States and the Schrfflmnj et , , study 
focuses on the Far East, - * * 

However, these three studies report news analysis data 
from a restrictlvs five day within one month time period. Under- 
standably, it is desirable to have unlflad units of measurements 
for a diversity of geographic locations, but the resulting data 
may be .affected .by various major news events in one or more of 
the gepgraphlc areas and/or particular countries* 

PROBLSyi STATEMENT 

To analyze over* time patterns of an LDC newspaper news sources, 
geographic focus of news and news subject matter categories, this 
study reports data obtained from an eight month analysis of an 
English- language Egyptian newspaper. The data base Is Al Goutrfiurlya 
dji the English version, Egyptian Gazette * 



This nwspaper is the off 



Arab Socialist 



Unioni It is published in th 



able , English , and 



French; thus, it ii a paper 



Jadership of non- 



native residents (1978 averafc 



^1 alatlon was: Arabic, 



2 75 , 000 1 French , 16 , 000 1 Eng 



JOO). Foreign language 



newspaper daily cireulation Ir ,1 ' was approKlraately 125,000 



Whether in foreign languageM or Arabic, 'format and style 
of Egyptian newapaperi. raf lect British and Ar'^arlcan influences*,,. 
Foreign news coverage and analysis are featured extensively; the 
front page carries the most Important international and national 
news,,,. Much space is also devoted to sports, the arts, and cul- 
tural items' (Nyrop, 1976, p* 237), ' Al Gounfliurlya reportedly features 
political Items, economic news and articles on social development'. 
(Nyrop, p, 238), Previous research on Egyptian Arabic nawspapars 
has thus provided Indications of what analysis of Egyptian 
English newspaper content might be, ^ 



The above data reflect fundOTental Inadequacies for assessing 
the potential cultural imperialism Inherent in Egyptian news^ 
papers: 1) They are too generalized, 2) They are based upon 
a limited time period, 

ASSUMFTIONS . 

Based upon a review of relevant literature^ this study 
was conducted with five assumptions about' the Egyptian Gazette ; 



in 1978. 



1* Source of news 11 predominantly be from wtstarn 
news agencies, 

2* Geographle focus of news will be First World 
eountrlea. 

3* Frequency ranking of the first three nsws iubject 
mstter categorias will be dotneitie polities, domastie 
acQnomlea, and domes tie social development, 
r 4. As a elaiiij domes tie news will bs mora frequent 
than international news, 

5, .Editorial focus will be Arab state, oriented to 
political Isauas. 

tffiTHODOLOGY 

Primary data for this study ware front page news Items 
obtained from seledted and random editions of Al Gou^uriya 
from Oetobar 1, 1977 through May 31, 1978, A seeond randomly 
salectcid data base was obtalnad from a tw^ month time period 
In 1979 as a validity cross'-cheek of tren^ldentified from th^. 
1977-/8 time period. In the eeleeted sample ^?40) the study 
employed editions from every slKth day so the source of news would 
not be patterned by day-of^-the^week cycles. Random One sample 
(N^14) was obtained from the 1977-78 time period. Random Two 
sanple (N^7) was obtained from January 15 to March 15^ 1979 
newspapars. - 



News items obtainod for the data base were placed in three 
Gategoriei : 

1, The source of the news was recorded as from Associ^ 
ated Press (AP), United Press International (UPI)^ 
Reutarj (R) ^ Agence France Praise (AFP) , Mddle East 

a 

New© Agency (MNA), Gagette Special Services (GSS). 

2e Geographie focus of the news was recorded as 

focusing on the host aountry (Egypt) | First , Second, 

2 

or Third World countries, 

3* News items were placed In subject matter categories 

Categories .utilised are Bjodiflcatlons of thos pre- 

* ^ 3 

vlously employed by Schrmm, Rachty, and Pinch, 

Subsequent to recording dataj preliminary analysis 

displayed that there was a high percentage of Inter- 

national naws concerned with the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

These subject matter division data were re-evaluated to 

more appropriately identify the Israeli-Arab conflict 

ft 

as general international news. 
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Table 1 about here. 

Table 1 preients the data base for eaeh of the Gatagorlzation 
area^. Alao in table 1 are reported data for advertliementi which 
appeared on the frout page hmlm the maathead In the study i^plei* 

Table 2 preienta editorial foeue through Qorrelation of 
gaographlo area of ooverage and aubjeet matter categories for 
editorials occurring In the iample newipaperi* Subject matter 
categories and gaographic areas correspond to thoie employed 
in Table 1. ^ 

An editorial focus was determined by categorizing editorial 
contont according to items 2 and 3 above. 

Put Table 2 about here* 

RESULTS 

Assumption 1 * Source of Nwsi The data revealed that no 
niws Items were printed as being received from AFP. This finding 
correlates to Rachty's data in which ^ over a five day period , only 
one news Item obtained from AFP was printed In Al Goumhuriya # The 
majority of news was from Western news agencies. Note that if tffiNA 
and GSS as sources were combined, they would only rank third in 

__\ ■ ) 

frequency of news Items. The cross-check data (Random Two) exhibit 



an increase In percentage of items from GSS, The assumption is 

generally eonfirmedi Sources for news are predominantly Weatern 

news agencies. ' 

Assumption 2 * Focus of the News: From the primary data, 

geographic focus of the news was clearly predominant toward 

Host country* Focus td^ard First and Second World areas was much 

greater than toward Third World areas. The cross-check data 

d 

(Random One) indicate a distinct percentage reversal for predomi- 
nant area of focus with Host country being ranked third. The 
assumption Is generally rejected! Geographic focus of news was not ' 
First World countries. - ^ 

Assumption 3 - Frequency Rankings of Subject Matter Categoriasf 
The rankings are not as predicted. Table 1 indicates the first three 
ranks are International Relations, War/ittlltary, Gflme/Disaater* 
Earlier research suggested the first three ranks migh stress 
domestic politics and economic development rather than the disaster/ 
crisis topics suggested by Tatarlan. The cross-check data (RanSom One 
and Two) indicate no essential differences in ranks for all subject 
matter categories. Thm assumption is generally rejecced: Subjact 
matter frequency was not domestically oriented* 

Assumption 4 * Domestic News Frequency versud International 
N^s Frequency: SuTOnlng all domestic news categories, International 
News was almost three titnes more frequent* The data reflect 
the Implications of assumption three; thuSj assumption four is 
generally rsjacted, 

■ s " 

■ ■ ■ \ . 
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AaauTOptlon 5. - IdltDrial Focus* Fifty- four percant of the 
editorials were In the Arab-Israell classification. Total Arab 
State, coverage, including political issuisSj was fifty*eeven 
percent of the editorials. The assumption Is generally confirmed 
Editorial focus was predominantly Arab-gtate oriented, 

DISCUSSION 

When data do/do not conform to predictions there is a 
tandancy to isolate causality* In newspaper content studies, the 
rationalization ig often tftat eKtremely salient topics have 
swayed the directions of coverage* This is often .the case with 
restrictive time period studies* However^ this study's data 
represent three-quarters of a year time span, with delayed-date 
cross checks. 

Thus, it Is difficult^ to suggest that Anwar Sadat's 

Christmas 1977 visit to Israel , and the intensified Arab/lsraeli 

s ■ 

peace talks distorted the data* Were this the case, "every major 
story, national or international , would have the same potential* 

Granted, the frequency of the Arab/lsraell issue was dis- 
proportionate to toal news 'coverage I as Israel was defined as 

■& 

Second World, this increased frequency beyond predictable levels 
and altered the news geographic focus. In the cross-check data 
sample, the Iran revolution should have altered the news focus 
and ^ubjact matter category percentages*'^*, ^ 



The same factors creatad the over-all editorial iTOage* 
Occasionally a news issue achieved anough sallency to be 
treated editorially , However, of all editorials , only one-fourth 
related to issues other than the Arab/Israeli conflict. Wars and 
Mlitaryj or Crimes and ^Disaster issues, Egyptian domestic issues . 
were covered less than ten percent; yet, internally, Egypt's 
political party line Is national development. 

What is perhaps most disappointing regarding the desire 
to reduce cultural imperialism li that, even with the major non- 
western news agency in the Arab world (JffiNA) located in Egypt ^ 
the primary nmws generation for this LDC presi during' the research 
time period was American and British sources. The 1977 UlfflSCO-sponsored 
Declaration on the Mbbb Media had the specific objective of 
encouraging free ftow and wider and more balanced dissemination 
of information* The Egyptian party press has seemingly not accepted 
this UNESCO goal and challenge. 

Reasons for ths exist anee of the '-balanced news"^ problem have 
been identified* the difficulty lies in initiating aetions^-such 
as the multinational n^s pool suggested by Tatarian to solve 
the problem. 

Particularly In LDC's, the national Image is carried via 
the print medium,^ Thm press will nomally represent the more 
elitist opinion and development elements of the society, ^For 
forelgnars within and eKternal to the country, the images may be 
shaped by the infomational elements presentted by a particular , 
medium, ^ - . * - 

10 : ^ 
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SSTPCy wMch apparently poaaessas the reaouraea to alter 
its infomatlpn-glvlng oapEaltyi to date la nojt utilising them. 
As tKe leader in Arab atate maaa media communleatlon. It should 
Inltlata Its potential as an agent for ehange. 
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1 Gazetta Samplear 
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. 12-14-77 


02-28-78 
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• Random One Sample' - / 

10- 06r77 ■ 12-30-77 
__10-31i77^ , 01^i9-78 

11- 11-77 • r 02-11-78 
: 11-26-77 ' 03-08^78 
. \ 12-05-77 ' i 03-25-78 
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03-04-79 
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Geographic Aria Coverage Claiilflcatlbnsj. 
Host: Egypt , 

^ Fifst World- Brltiln^ Canada, Pranqaj Japan , Soviet Utiion 
. ^ ^ " Urilted States, Wait Gprrakny, liraal 

Seoond Warld: AuitiMlla, Europe/ South Africa^. 

qnilrd World: Africa, Asia, CMtral and Latin ^erlca, / 
India, Mddla East . ^ ^ / 



Nawi Subject ^tttf Cat^govy DaaarXptloni' Domes t Pq 1 1 1 1 o g - 
News about ths Intarnal and< domestiic aets of a govariunant of a 
nation from which the news erlglnatai, Domigtie Eoonomlcs - 
News about a country's economla and buslneSi^ life whlah deals 
with the management of the eaonomie affairs cif a goverTuaent, X 
private Industiry or oompwy^ with reference ta Its sources of 
Insomep tax, eKpendltures^ prices, ban^ng, trade, eommeroe, 
wd so on« Nws of imiltlnatlonal aorporatlons * Soeial Development 
News of general human dDndltlans developments, events, aQtlvitles, 
problems, and other issues when used in the aonteKt of the human 
developments (1* a* human right to a Job, food^ housing, etc*)* 
International Relations - News^pf formal diplomatic r*uiatlons 
between national includes^ news of official activities of 
^bassadors and other officials, negotiations baleen countries, 
War/Mtlita^ - Ne^s of actual ^hostilities batwaan ttr© or more 
nations on activities of defense departments^ of nations, training 
of personnel, manuevers, and other mllita^ c^peratlpns. Includes 
stories on guerilla and political tarrorisb eptlons, and Intell- 
Igenca operations and activities. Includes 'dvll war and wide*- i 
spread vlplant demonstrations. Crime/Disaster » Nswi lnv61\^ng 
disasters of nature, eKploslons, transportation accidents, 
accidents befalling Individuals, property damage, injury and 
death. News that deals with intarpratatlons by counts, civil 
suits and lasw not political or economic in cha^^ctar. Includes ' 
nm^B of criminal, tplals, ^ acts of .crtoes, arrests jail 
an4 prlson^condltlons,^ etc , gcience/Health News on scientific, 
health, medical^ space and technological davalopments and dis- 
coveries In these fields . ^ Education/Culture - News Inyoivlng energy 
devalopmeints , problems r .envlrbimental^coricerns, arid conservation^ 
devalopmants and concerns. Social items, prominent people,, flna ^ 
arts and ierifcertaimariti' Sports - All sports events, whether 
Indlvidull or group, organized or not, , Religion -News of religious 
©rganl^ationa, pt^ocesses. Issues. Iflscellaneous - -Topics not 
covered by other categories, such as trivia anecdotes, general 
informational announcements, etc. 
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